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“Faith in one’s guru does not mean blind faith, it does 
not mean believing “My guru is perfect” even though 
your guru is not perfect. It is not pretending that your 
guru’s defects are qualities. It is not rationalizing ev-
ery foible of the guru into a superhuman virtue. After 
all, most gurus will have defects. You need to recog-
nize them for what they are. You don’t have to pretend 
your guru’s defects are qualities, because the object of 
your devotion is not the foibles, quirks, or defects of 
your guru, but the Dharma that your guru is teaching 
you. You are not practicing the guru’s foibles. As long 
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as the Dharma you receive is authentic and pure, then 
the guru is a fit object for your devotion. You need 
to recognize the defects of your guru as defects- you 
don’t need to pretend they are otherwise. The guru’s 
defects cannot hurt you, because it is not they that 
you create or cultivate. You follow the teaching of the 
guru, and “trust” meaning trust in the validity of the 
teachings themselves.”
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